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REMARKS 

The undersigned wishes to extend his gratitude to Examiner Nguyen for panicip^tmg in a 
telephone imeiview on October 9, 2001. Based on the telephone interview, it is believed that the 
application, as amended hereby, is in condition for allowance. 

Independent claints 1 , 9, 17 and 22 have been amended to more clearly define the 
invention by (I) renaming the "first number" as -accoimt number- and renaming the "second 
number'' as --authorization number--; (2) clarifying that the merchant is by-passed when the 
authorization number is transmined to the third party contractor; and (3) clarifying that the 
account number and authorization number are verified after they are received by the third pany 
contractor. 

Dependent claims 2 and 10, which by this amendment have been incorporated into claims 

I and 9 respectively^ are hereby cancelled without prejudice- 
Dependent claims 3, 6, 1 1, 14, 20 and 25 have been amended to reflect the change in 

nomenclature in independent claims 1, 9, 17 and 22. 

As requested by the Examiner during the telephone interview, dependent claims 27, 29, 

30 and 32 have been amended to clarify that the PIN is associated with the ATM card number. 
Claims 33-36 have been amended in accordance v^tb the Examiner's request in order to 

correct a typographical error and clarify the claim language. 

Finally, new independent system claims 37 aiui 38, which parallel method claims I and 

1 7, have been added. 

It is respectfully submitted that the ^phcation as amended hereby is in condition for 
allowance and an early indication of allowance is respectfully requested. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required by this 
amendment to Account No. 501-814, Order No. 5932.L 

Dated: October 16, 2001 Respectfully submiued. 



Vfafnes £, Marina, Esq. 
B«g.No.4l,y69 
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AgPENDDC 1 

L (Twice Amended) A method of maldng purchases over a computer network using 
account aujnbcr that identifies a consumer's account from which tunds will be withdrawn to pay 
a purchase price and [a second] an authoriaation number associaitd with said [first] account 
number which, when used with said [first] account n umber, enables withdrawal of fijnds firom 
said account, said method comprising the steps of; 

transmitting said [first] account number over said nerworJc fi'om a consumer location to 
an on-line merchant location; 

forwarding said [first] account number over said network from said on-line merchant 
location to a third party contractor location; 

transmitting a query for said [second] authorization number over said network from said 
third party contractor location to said consumer location; 

transmitting said [second] auijiorization number over said network from said consumer 
location to said third party contractor locario n, bypassing said on-line m erchant location: and 

[checking at said third pany contractor location whether said first and second numbers 
are valid] after said account number and said authorization r nTnhi>r ar e received at said third 
pariv contractor location, verifying the validity of said accouni number and said authoria^ation 
number. 
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APPENDIX 2 

3. (Amended) The method according to claim } whereia said [first] account number and [second 
nwnbers] said amhorizaiion number are transmitted over said network via encrypted 
connections. 
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APPENDIX 3 

6. (Amended) The method according to claim 1 including the additional step of transmitting a 
signal from said thud party contractor location to said on-line merchant location indicating 
whether said [first] accoupi number and [second numbers] said aathorization number are valid. 
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APPENDIX 4 



9. (Twice Aiuendeci) A system for making purchases over ^ cojnpuier network using [a first] an 
accoimt number that identifies a consumer's account from which funds will be withdrawn to pay 
a purchase price and [a second] an authorization number associated with said [first] account 
number which, when itsed with said [first] account number, enables withdrawal of funds from 
said account, said system comprising: 

a first computer at a consumer location, said first computer bemg connected to said 
network; 

a second computer at an on-line merchant location, said second computer being 
connected to said network; and 

a third computer at a third pany contractor location, said third computer being connected 
to said network; 

wherein said [first] account number is transmitted from said first computer to said second 
computer over said network; 

wherein said [first] account number is forwarded from said second computer to said third 
computer over said network; 

wherein a query for said [second] authorization number is transmitted from said third 
computer to said first computer over said network; 

wherein said [second] authorization number is transmitted from said first computer to 
said third computer over said network, b ypassing said second computer : 

and wherein said third computer [checks whether said first and second numbers are 
valid] , after receiving said account tmmber and said authorization number^ verifies the validity of 
said account number and said authorization number . 
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APPENDIX 5 

1 1 . (Amended) The system according to claim 9 wherein said [first] account number and said 
authorizarion number [second numbers] are transmitted over said network via encrypted 
connections. 
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APPENDIX 6 

14. (Amended) The system according to claim 9 wherein said third computer notifies said 
second computer whether said [first] account number and (second numbers] §.^d a^tthorig^tjon 
number are valid. 
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APPENDIX? 

17. (Twice Amended) A method of authorizing a purchase to be made over a compuiej: network 
using [a fii^t] an account nmnber that identifies a consumers account from which fimds will be 
wiihdiawn to pay a purchase price and [a second] an aathorizatioa number associated with said 
[firsi] account number which, when used with said [first] accouni number, enables withdrawal of 
fimds fcojn said account, said method comprising the steps: 

receiving at a third pany contractor location said [first] account number transmined over 
said network fi:om an on-line merchant location; 

transmitting a query for said [second] authorization number over said network firom said 
third party contractor location to a consumer location; 

receiving at said third party contractor location said [second] autho rizati o n number 
transmitted over said network fi-om said consumer location, bypassing said on-line merchant 
locaQon; and 

after receiving said account number an4 said authorization number at said third panv 
contractor location, verifying the validity of said [first] account number and [second numbers] 
said authorizarion number [at said third parry contractor location]. 
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APPENDIX_8 

20. (Amended) The raethod according to claim 17 including the additional step of transroitiing 
a signal from said third party contractor location to said on-line merchant location indicating 
whether said [first] account nimiber and [second numbers] said authorizaiion number are valid. 
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APPENDIX 9 

22. (Twice Amended) A system for authorizing ^ purchase to be made over a computer network 
using [a first] an account number that identifies a consumer's account from which funds will be 
withdrawn to pay a purchase price and [a second] m authorizatioi i number associated with said 
[first] account number which, when used with said [first] account number, enables withdrawal of 
funds from said account, said system comprising: 
a computer connected to said network; 

said compmer being configured to receive said [first] account number transmitted over 
said network from an on-Une merchant's computer, transmit a query for said [second] 
authorization number over said network to a consumer's computej", receive said [second] 
authorization number transmitted over said network from said consumer's computer bypassing 
said on-hne merchant's computer, and , after receiving said accQunt number and authorization 
number, verify the validity of said [first ] accQimi number and (second nxmibers] said 
authorization nutnfaer. 
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APPENDIX 10 

25. (Amended) The system according to claim 22 wherein said computer is configured to notify 
said on-line merchant's computer whether said [first] account nifpiber and [second numbers] sajd 
authorization number are valid. 
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APPENDIX 11 

27. (Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein said [lirsi] account number is an 
ATM card number and said [second] amhorizanon number is a PIN associated with said ATM 
card number. 
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APPENDIX 12 

29. (Amended) The system according lo claim 9 wherein said [first] account number is an ATM 
card number and said [second] authorization number is a PJN associated with said ATM card 
number. 
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APPENDIX 13 

30. (Amended) The method according to cUhn 17 wherein s^d [first] account number is an 
ATM card number and said [second] authQ^2ariQn number is a PIN associated with said ATM 
card number 
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APPENDIX 14 

32. CAmended) The system according to claim 22 wberem said [first] account nvimber is an 
ATM card number and said [second] authQri2aiion number is a PIN associated with said ATM 
cardnxmiber . 
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APPENDIX IS 

33. (Amended) A method of making purchases over the Internet comprising ihe steps: 

transmitting m ATM card niimber which will be used to pay a purchase price over the 
Internet from a web browser on a consumer's computer to an on-hne merchant's web site; 

forwarding said first number over the Inieraer from said nn Jinp mprr^^am'g web site to a 
verification computer; 

transmitting over the internet from said verification computer to said web browser on 
said consumer's computer a request for a PIN associated with said ATM card number; 

inpuning said PIN into said web browser on said consumers computer and Transmitting 
said PIN over the hitemet from said [consumer] consumer's computer to said verification 
computer; 

determining using said verification computer whether said [first] ATM card number a nd 
[second numbers] said PIN are valid; and 

transmitting a message over the Internet from said verification computer to said on-line 
merchant's web site indicating whether said ATM card number and PIN are valid. 
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APPENDIX 16 



34. (Amended) A system for making purchases over Ihe Iniemei comprising: 
a consumer computer connected to the Iniemet having a web browser; 
an on-line [merchant] merchants w eb site connected the Internet; and 
a verification computer connected to the tatemet; 

said consumer computer being configured to transmit over the Inieroet, using said web 
browser, (1 J an ATM card number which will be used to pay a purchase price to said on-line 
merchant's w eb site and (2) a PIN associated with said ATM card number to said verification 
computer in response to a query from said verification computer; 

said on-line merchant web site being configured to forward said ATM card number to 
said verification computer over the Internet; and 

said verification computer being configured to query said consumer computer over the 
Internet for said PIN> determine the validity of said ATM card number and said PIN. and 
transmit a message over the Iniemet to said on-line merchant's w eb site indicating whether said 
ATM card number and PIN are valid. 
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APPENDIX 17 



35. (Amended) A method ofauthorizing a purchase lo be miwJe over the Internet comprism 
steps; 

leceiving at a verification computer a consumer's ATM card number which will be used 
to pay a purchase price trammined over the Internet from an on-line merchant's web site; 

transmitting over the Internet a query for a PIN associateti with said ATM card number 
from said verification computer to a consumer computeri 

receiving at said verification computer said PIN transmitted over the Internet from said 
consumer computer; 

verifying the validity of said ATM card number and said PIN using said verificauon 
computer; and 

transmitting a message over the Internet from said verification computer to said on-line 
merchant's web site indicating whether said ATM card number and PIN are valid. 
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APPENDIX 18 



36. (Amended) A system for autborizing a purchase to be made over the Internet comprising: 
a verificarion computer connected to the Interoet; 

said verification computer being configured to receive a consumer's ATM card number 
which will be used to pay a purchase price transmitted over the Internet from an on-line 
[merchant] merchant's web site, transmit a query over the hxieraec lo a consumer computer for a 
PIN associated with said ATM card number, receive said PIN transmitted over the Internet fiom 
said corisumer computer, verify the validity of said ATM card number and PIN, and transmit a 
message over the Internet to said on-line merchant's web site indicating whether said ATM card 
number and PEST are valid. 



